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Aim. 

Aim for the beautiful and bright, 

Aim for the good and true; 
Aim as the lark soars in its flight 

And flowers reach for the dew. 

Aim, though thy way be in the night, 

Still aim with lifted eye ; 
Seek tor the hidden stare whose light 

Shines in the darkest sky. 

'Aim, though in lowest depths thy way. 

Thy path lie through the mire ; 
Aim yet to reach high up thy way 

With hopes that never tire. 

So bravely go and upward reach, 
And oft though thou may fail, 

Each trial sweeter hopes shall teach 
If thou but heed the call. 

Then take unto thy heart this thought, 

Twill be thy leading star, 
If faith be thine, each trial's wrought 

With beauty from afar. 
'Tib upward to the relms that bleat 

Then walk with soul of trust ; 
I n skies above go seek thy rest — 

Not low, within the dust. 

— Lizzie Whitman. 


Select Notes. 


BY J. B. LAIR. 

— Here is the literal rendering of the third 
verse of the first chapter of Rev. "Blessed is he 
that knows accurately, and they who give heed to 
words of the prophecy and narrowly observe the 
things which have been written in it for the time 
is near." This rendering seems to be a little more 
definite than f, hat we are used to reading, "Bless- 
ed is he that knows accurately,— with precision, 
exactly. That is the point— know exactly, and 
"give heed" to the word "and narrowly observe 
the things that are written." We would say, closely 
observe — well the promise is to them that hear 
and do the will of the Father, and if we do not ob- 
serve closely we are left without a promise. 

— While I am writing these notes, I received a 
letter from a brother of Dayton, Ohio, whose name 
often occurs in the Evangelist. And at the head 
of the letter I notice a line — printed, which reads, 
"if you love me, keep my commands." There is 
nothing strange in this line, but it is the most 
natural thing — the most natural requirement that 
could be, nothing is more reasonable. "If you 
love me keep my commands" — keep whose com- 
mands ? Keep the commands of some elder, or 
some ecclesiastical body, or the dictates of some, or 
some other church 'i Nay verity, but keep the 
commands of the author of the text. All power was 
given Him. He made bis demands with authority. 
He is the one that will reward. He is the one that 
has the right to make the conditions. He having 
made the conditions, he knows what they are. 
He has told us what they are in plain and unmis- 
takable language. We need no one to define the 
language or the commands. No one has a right to 
add to the command, nor yet diminish, and hence 
no right to demand obedience to anything they 
may require, for they have nothing to offer as a 
reward for obedience to their mandates — there is 
no reason why we should love them enough to 
keep their "rules" for they are as we are, and we 
are as they are — flesh and blood — human — erring 
mortals, can do nothing of themselves. Hence it 
is Ood and Christ that we must love and serve, 
and if we do love them, we will obey them, and if 
we do not obey them it is proof positive that we do 
not love them. And how can we hope to be saved 
if we do not love the Lord that bought us ? And 
how can we serve two matters ? Think on these 
things. 

— Just came under my notice an article written 
by one J. T. Michan. He makes the positive 
declaration that "man is not a free moral agent, 
but will be as sure as acorns grow into oaks." Of 
course he is an evolutionist and expects a great 
deal of man in the due course of time, by natural 
development. He also says that "only one being 
has ever walked the face of this earth to whom 
should be applied the inexorable rule of law and 
justice, just one life has passed from sunrise to sun- 
set who should be held accountable for every act 
and word and deed." But for my life I cannot 
determine whether he means Jesus Christ, 


Shakespeare, or Emerson. Bat I incline to think 
it is one of the last named. Just what is meant 
by the term "free moral agent" I do not know. 
How much more it means than "free agency" I 
cannot tell. But one thing I do know, i. e. that 
Adam and Eve were free agents before the fall, 
and I take notice that the human family has been 
ever since. The Lord accorded Israel that right 
when he gave them a law. At least be told them 
what would happen them if they obeyed the laws, 
and what should befall them if they did not. He 
tells them that he has set before them life and 
good, or death and evil, and they are at liberty to 
choose which they will have. If this and much 
more does not look like man was a free agent then 
I confess I am at a loss to understand the nature 
of things. Notwithstanding evolution to the 
contrary. 

— An ancient historian says of Tertullian that 
"tradition with him was authoritative." "He did 
not believe in flight from persecution as Christ 
taught." "He disapproved of second marriages 
and called them adultery." It is remarkable how 
early Christianity was corrupted, but when I read 
Paul and Jude etc., I see that Christians (?) were 
corrupted before the days of Tertullian even. In 
speaking of theae diversions brings to mind what 
is said of the teachings of Eld. Ignativus. He was 
elder of a church in Antioch, Although be suffered 
martyrdom under Trajan, "he taught things con- 
trary to the Scriptures, and contrary to the views 
of many Christians at that time." And according 
to the same history he is credited with teaching, 
like the following : In writing to the Ephesians he 
says, "Let us study obedience to the Bishops that 
we may be subjects of God." This is a plain drift 
towards Catholicism. Again, "Since ye are sub- 
ject to the Bishops as to Jesus Christ, ye appear 
to live, not after man, but after Christ," and "It is 
not lawful without the bishops to baptize, or to 
make love feasts and it behooves the married to 
enter into that connection with the consent of the 
Bishops that the marriage may be after the will 
of God, and not to fulfill the lust of the flesh." 

That same spirit has lived down to this present 
moment. The idea then, of obedience to Bishops 
was self-aggrandizement, and it is the same today. 
If people and the churches could keep man out of 
the doctrine of salvation, and know nothing but 
God and his Christ and the laws that was sealed 
with His bloood, how much better it would be for 
every body. Man is the same, and not the Savior, 
and whenever man puts himself forward as a 
partner in the plan of salvation he robs God. No 
man with due reverence to God, will assume 
what some dare to do. 

— An example of youthful waywardness is be- 
fore me. A very respectable and intelligent young 
lady — a clerk in one of the largest retail stores in 
Kansas City, "Went into society" all the past 
winter. After doing her day's work at the store 
she would attend the various gatherings of the 
society people, which by the way means dancing, 
feasting and out of courtesy, I dare not say drink- 
ing, but about everything is engaged in to interest, 
fascinate and entertain the -young — and this all 
about six nights in the week — all winter. The 
young lady in question not being very robust, took 
cold, with general failing health, and ten days ago 
she had to quit work. Today she is lying cold in 
death just half a block away from where I am 
writing. She had made no profession of religion 
whatever but in the throes of death, when she 
could no more speak, but was asked if she believed 
that Jesus could save her, she could do no more 
then to nod assent It may be hoped that such a 
confession could save, but your deponent wishes to 
be excused from entertaining such a hope. 

Oh what a pity that people will trifle with their 
eternal salvation in such a manner, will risk 
eternal banishment from the presence of God for 
a few days of tiresome pleasure (?) in this life. 


are 'other men working — Mechanics who get good I 
wages and can live well. And here are still I 
others — bosses, and contractors, who do little but] 
see that the men work, and that the work in done] 
according to contract. . 

But what I want of these men just now is to seel 
how they eat. When the noon whistle blows, the! 
men hie away to their dinners ; some eat from al 
basket, with ther fingers, having nothing else to| 
eat with. 

Othere have regular dinner baskets — these have| 
compartments, keeping each article of food ee pa- 
rate, even places to carry knife, fork and epoon, anc 
still another place to carry coffee, or milk. These] 
men eat from their pail with their knife and fork J 
etc, and drink what they happen to have. 

Still others go to cheap boarding houses or rest- 1 
auranta that happen to be in the neighborhood, and] 
then they each eat such things as are set before] 
them. While the contractors and architects, whe 
happen to be around at noon go to the "upper ten" 
restaurants or hotels, when they eat the viands 
peculiar to such places, they eat from tables cover- 
ed with elegant linen, china, and with Bllver knivei 
and forks, accompanied with napkin, finger apong 
es, and in short all the paraphenalia common 
such places. But hark t the 1 o'clock whistle is 
blowing, and all having had din— well I called it 
dinner once before, but if certain things and cir-l 
cumstances constitute a dinner, all have "not had 
dinner, for they did not al! fare alike by any meaih 
tor some had bacon and bread, with a little piej 
and nothing to drink, others had roast pork anc 
beans, with coffee and cake, while those who went 
to the restaurants and hotels, had — I did not se 
what all had suffice it to say, "plenty good things,* 

The circumstances were some ate from pailsJ 
some from counters, others from costly uphblsterec 
tables, so I repeat if certain things and citcumstanc 
es make dinner all did not have dinner. But 
just now remember that neither does, but it is th€ 
actual eating and the time of day that makt 
dinner. 

And that is just what makes the Lords BupperJ 
the actual eating and the time of day, can't haveM 
supper without eating-neither can we have suppeJ 
at any other time than at supper time, or in if 
evening. It is not eating beef with, or without! 
kniveB and forks, nor cheeBe and tripe ditto, t.lmt| 
constitutes the supper, but eating at eventide, ir 
the right spirit— with the proper motive, and that) 
is the Lord's supper. "The letter killeth but thJ 
spirit giveth life," Brethren " if we live in the Bpirj 
it let us also walk in the spirit," There is no mor 
in what we eat nor how we eat it, than there is it 
the color of the hair, and what kind of a comb 
comb it with. Let us brethren defend the trull 
with gusto, and the incidentals will take care* 
themselves, We have no time to do any thing else] 

I remember a circumstance like this. Once at 
college the rule was that no one should go to 
dance while attending school, one of the students! 
however had an invitation to attend a dance, an 
going to the principal, he related to him how thai 
there was to be a dance at a certain time, and hq 
had an invitation, and his friends were preasinf 
him to attend, and asked liberty to go* The princij 
pal surveyed him tor a moment, and made thlj 
reply, "Why sir, we have not time to dance," tha 
settled the matter. 

I oftun think, if we would take a proper view 
things, we would not have so much time, to spend 
upon incidentals — things that neither make bettei 
nor worse, Let us live in the spirit, walk in tha 
way that we may die in the spirit, and receive 
spiritual body, to reign with Christ. 


Among; the Eaters. 

by j. a. LAIR. 

Here in this new great City, there can be seon 

almost any thing one will look for, almost any day 

there are poor men working at almost every conci- 

evable kind ot work, to obtain a livelihood. There 


Everything good in man leans on what 
higher. — Emerson. 

A grave, wherever found, preaches a short 
pithy sermon to the soul. — Hawthorne. 

There is no fit search after truth which does not 
first of all, begin to live the truth which it knows 
— H. Bushnell. 

For never shall my soul despair 

Her pardon to procure, 
Who knows thine only Son baa died 
To make her pardon sure, 

— Joseph Addiaon. 


